
Public Energy
The Power of Performance

Public Energy is Peterborough’s animator of contemporary dance, theatre, performance and 
interdisciplinary work. Since 1994 we have presented a mainstage series of artists drawn from across 

Canada, commissioned new work in concert with other Canadian presenters on the CanDance 
Network, and supported the development of the local dance, theatre & performance community by 

presenting area artists and arranging specialized classes and workshops.

BoARD oF DIRECToRS
Barbara Chisholm (Chair), Charmaine Eddy, Sarah Gencey, Mark Seasons, Reem Yasswi, Bill Kimball

RENEWABLE PUBLIC ENERGY SUPPORTERS

Geothermal ($1000+)
Barbara Chisholm & Thomas Miller, Charmaine Eddy & Norm Slater, Sarah Gencey & Rob Wilkes, 

Martha & Richard Whatley

hydrogen ($500+)
Jim Angel, Simone Georges & Peter Bialogrecki, Anonymous (1)

wind ($100+)
Cath Adele, Fred Begg, Deborah & Michael Berrill, Susan Bunting, Nadine Changfoot, 

Julia & Philip Cockshutt, Margaret Cockshutt, Shirl Delarue & Joanne Brown, Ferne Cristall, 
Patricia Dixon, Curtis Driedger & Barbara Ratz, Jonothan Fiddler, Gordon & Adele Finney, 

Rob Fortin & Susan Newman, Rosemary Ganley, Goodith Heeney, 
Jim Henniger & Isabel Pilkington-Henniger, Julia Harrison, Jo Hayward-Haines, Veronica Hollinger, 

Janet Howse, Joan Kimball, Tanya Kranc, Sarah Lawson & Jagger Smith, Carol Love, 
Colin MacAdam & Joy Simmonds, Louis & Judith MacLellan, Tom McHugh & Cathy Flindall, 

Colleen O’Manique, Catherine Owens, Patricia Quinn, Doug & Sigrid Rishor, John Rubie, 
Jyoti Sapra-Shannon, Alan & Linda Slavin, Ravi-Inder Soligo, Rob Steinman, Jane Stewart, 

John Wadland, Anonymous (2)

Solar ($25+)
Mary Lynn Anderson, Karen August, Bethune St. Brain Trust, Liliana & Mitch Brownstein, 
Helen Burnaby, Janice Fortune, Claire Gencey, Nansi Harris, Kate Jarrett, Marlis Lindsay, 
Rachel Lang, Janet McLeod, David Morrison, Katherine Orgill & Bruce Scott, Randy Read, 

Wendy Trusler, Charlie & Jane Werger, D.M. & Eleanor Wyslouzil, Anonymous (4)

STAFF
	 Artistic Producer	Bill Kimball
	 General Manager	Tara Lember
	 Technical Director	Ryan Kerr
	 Publicity Coordinator	Michael Fazackerly
	 Bookkeeper	Susan Newman
	 Video Services	PowerHouse Digital Video

CoNTACT
phone: (705) 745-1788	 email: admin@publicenergy.ca	 website: publicenergy.ca
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Show Sponsors

P ubli    c  E n e r gy   p r e s e n ts

Emergency 
#21
Festival of New Dance 
and Performance by 
Peterborough-area artists
March 26 – 29, 2015
Market Hall Performing Arts Centre
The Theatre On King
Peterborough, Ontario

PublicEnergy.ca
The Power of Performance



Myrmidon
	 Written by	Bernie Martin 
	 Directed by 	Ryan Kerr
	 Performed by	Kate Story & Curtis Driedger 
	 Design by	Martha Cockshutt
	 Lighting technician 	Spencer Allen

Special thanks:
Brad Brackenridge, Bernie Martin, Mary Clare Preston, Susan Spicer, Mary Lofthouse, 

Brian Sanderson, Colin MacAdam, Market Hall, Theatre Trent, and the Ontario Arts Council.
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Spencer Allen is an emerging theatre technician who is pleased to be working in The Theatre on 
King again and delighted to be part of Emergency 21 (his first Emergency festival). Past productions 
include: Romeo & Juliet: Superstar Ice Miners of Europa (Mysterious Entity), Night (Human Cargo), 
Dusk Dances (Public Energy), and Pennies From Heaven (Fleshy Thud) .

Bernie Martin
In the 1970s and 80s, a terrifically prolific and influential artist named Bernie Martin lived and worked 
in and around Peterborough. Bernie was multidisciplinary: musician, writer, painter, filmmaker. He was 
also a curmudgeon, a complicated man, and beloved by many peers. As time went on, he became 
a mentor to many younger artists; he was an important influence on artists such as Robert Winslow 
(one of Bernie’s most memorable performances was in 4th Line Theatre’s The Great Farini) and 
Brian Sanderson. After Bernie’s untimely death from cancer, Brian and audio engineer Ian Osborn 
produced and released the CD “A Certain Man”, featuring regional artists interpreting Bernie’s songs 
(including Swamperella, Grier Coppins, Rick Fines, David Bateman, and Washboard Hank, among 
others). Bernie’s theatre texts saw some performances in the 1990s, notably Myrmidon at the Union 
Theatre in 1995, and Monologue for a Woman With No Hair by Kate Story, produced at the Gordon 
Best Theatre in Peterborough, and at the RHUBARB! Festival in Toronto in 2001. This revival of 
Myrmidon is part of a resurgence of interest in Bernie’s work, perhaps best exemplified by a musical 
outfit organized by Benj Rowland called The Bernie Martin Tribute.

Biographies

Kate Story is a performer and writer. She has created and collaborated on many performance 
pieces, and has been nominated three times for the Ontario Arts Council’s K.M. Hunter Artist Award in 
theatre. Her novels Blasted and Wrecked Upon This Shore have been published by Killick Press; most 
recently her short story “The Yoke of Inauspicious Stars” (reviewed as “a hit” by Kirkus Reviews) was 
featured in the SF collection Carbide Tipped Pens (Tor Books; available on Amazon). It has been pure 
pleasure to be a part of Myrmidon’s wonderful creative team. Check out her website: www.katestory.com

Curtis Driedger, old and hoary,
grey and haggard in the dory,
doesn’t care, he’s in his glory
working with Cockshutt, Kerr and Story

Ryan Kerr is the artistic director of Fleshy Thud and The Theatre on King, a playwright and a 
performer. He has also been Public Energy’s Technical Director for over a decade. Ryan is very 
excited to bring a show originally produced twenty years ago, Myrmidon, back to the stage.

Martha Cockshutt
Martha is delighted to be a part of the Myrmidon creative team. Since working on the premiere of 
Bernie’s magical play twenty years ago she has designed costumes – and sets too – for more shows 
than anyone can remember. You can find Martha at Fabricland, where she will help you with sets and 
costumes for real life.
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ey Public Energy’s 5th annual fundraiser

Wearable Art Show 2015 featuring The Runway Challenge
One exceptional evening exploring the sartorial genius of Peterborough visual artists and designers.

Tickets: $20 / $15
On line at markethall.org or by phone: 705-749-1146
Ringside seat tickets: $30 each (Not available on line, call 705-745-1788)

APRIL252015
What does the Power of Performance mean to you? 
Tweet #powperformance @publicenergyinc; post on Facebook: publicenergyinc 
or send me, Bill Kimball, an email: bill@publicenergy.ca

The Power of Performance

MANY THANKS TO OUR FUNDERS AND SEASON SPONSORS

J.P. Bickell 
Foundation


