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Apiee. Dancevork by Debra Brown

Press Release

Debra Brown, best known for her stun-
ning choreography for Montreal’s Le
Cirque du Soleil, is performing in Peterbor-
ough November 17, 18, and 19.

With her collaborators, production de-
signer Jerrard Smith (a frequent collabora-
tor with Rabert Desrosier and R. Murray
Schafer,) composer/musician Petit Pierre
Laurendeau, and lighting'designer Patrick
Matheson, Ms. Brown has created a multi-
level work thatfuscs dance, theatre, circus
and music. < Lw

Utilising the ultimate dance floor, the
bed of a trampoline, Apogee invents an en-
tirely new vocabulary of vertical movement.
The quest for height, and the value system
embedded in the vertical, permeate our lan-
guage and culture; from notions of where
heaven might be, to the stylised denial of
gravity inballet, to athletic competition where
height is the ultimate goal. Apogee explores
these themes with movement and music. -

By controlling their rebounds off the
trampoline, the three circus-and dance-trained
performers of Apogee create a sense of risk,
dynamic weightlessness, struggleandrelease,
complete: physical freedom, rising and fall-
ing, gravity and suspension. Moving grace-
fully on and off the trampolirie, sometimes
suspended over it in mid-air,now descending
to the floor below, now climbing to a balcony
above, Ms. Brown sends her performers on a

balletic journey through life, on heaven and
earth, from birth to death.

The music for Apogee is performed live
on stage by five performers, including com-
poser PetitPierre Laurendeau, an operasinger,
two guitarists and a flutist.

About Debra Brown

For Ms. Brown, Apogee signals areturn
to creating her own vision of danee, after
more than fifteen years of moving between
opera, dance, circus-and gymnastics. Since
1985, she has been presented by many of

. Canada’s. leadmg ‘dance presenters, includ- -
" ing Tangente, Danceworks and Montreal’s*

Festivale Interationale de laNouvelle Danse.
Her work in opera includes the. 1991 world
premiere of The Ghosts of Ve}fsdilles- for the -
New York Metropolitan Opera and the spec-

" tacular bungee-jumping Rheinmaidensin the

1993 Chicago Lyric Opera production of Das
Rheingold. Since 1987, Ms. Brown has cho-
reographed all of Le Cirque du Soleil’s pro-
ductions. Her choreography for Le Cirque’s
Saltimbanco was used by-Peter Gabriel on
the 1993 Grammy Awards telecast. High-
lights of her gymnastic career include choreo-
graphing Lori Fung, Canada’s 1984 Olympic

"Gold Medallist in thythmic gymnastics.

Debra Brown’s Apogee is presented by
Peterborough New Dance, Nov.17-19, 8pm at
the Market Hall, George Street at Charlotte.
Tickets are $8 for students and seniors, $10 for
others. For more information: 749-3220.

o

"Pay What You Can" is offered Nov. 19th at the door for all remaining ﬂckets.



