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Access Guide for Blind Dates 
 

Blind Dates by Vivian Chong 

A Theatre Passe Muraille Production 
Presented by Public Energy Performing Arts 

 

 
 

Image Description: Vivian Chong sits in a bright yellow kayak on bright aqua water. Her arms are 
raised triumphantly, paddle in hand. The image is cut into Public Energy's brand logo shape, which 
somewhat resembles a power plug with three prongs at the bottom. Text on the image indicates that 
this is a theatre performance. 

Graphic design by Emily Jung 
Pictured: Vivian Chong 
 
Thank you to Public Energy’s Accessibility Supporter: 

 
Many elements of this access guide were taken from Theatre Passe Muraille’s access guide. Thank you to 
Theatre Passe Muraille for their considerable work furthering accessibility in the performing arts. 
 

http://www.passemuraille.ca/
https://www.passemuraille.ca/wp/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Blind-Dates-Access-Guide.pdf
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What’s Included in this Access Guide? 
This information package aims to help anyone access and understand the play. 
In particular, the guide may assist those who have different needs for 
communication, including, but not exclusively, Autistic people. Those who 
communicate using multiple languages, as well as others who may be 
challenged by some theatrical constructs.  
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Need More Information? 
If you require more information, please reach out to Public Energy Performing 
Arts’ Managing Director, Eva Fisher at eva@publicenergy.ca 
 
 
 
 

mailto:eva@publicenergy.ca
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What is a Relaxed Environment Performance? 
Blind Dates will be performed at the Market Hall Performing Arts Centre as a 
Relaxed Environment Performance. A Relaxed Environment is designed to 
create a more welcoming atmosphere for all audience members, including those 
who could specifically benefit from a more informal approach, and a ‘relaxing’ of 
more formal theatre conventions. 
 
This Relaxed Environment Performance includes: 
 
 ● A very low-level house light in the audience 
 ● the ability for anyone to come and go from the space, get up and 
 move, as needed 
 ● Ability to leave your phone on silent or vibrate 
 ● A more open approach to audience movement or sound 
 ● A quiet zone, located in the lobby to the right of the bar 
 This Access Guide, that includes: 
 ● An introduction to the play and some of the key element 
 ● Specific environmental, content and trigger warnings 
 
Timing 
Blind Dates will be performed on Thursday March 20th at 7:30pm at the Market 
Hall Performing Arts Centre. The show will be Blind Friendly. Blind Dates will be 
performed in one act and will last 65 minutes. Following the performance there 
will be a 15 minute Q&A followed by a reception in the lobby. The theatre space 
will be open to audiences 15 minutes before the start time. 
 
 
Performance Advisories 
Content Warnings: Mention of harassment and sexual assault 
Environmental Warnings: Haze (TBC) and two instances of flashing light. 
Age limit: 13+ 
 
 
Seating Conditions 
Blind Dates will be performed with traditional theatre seating with the audience 
seated together on one side of the playing space. Physically accessible seating 
is available in the front row. This is also the best place to sit if your service dog 
will be joining you. 
If you have specific seating requests not outlined in this document (and would 
like this arranged in advance) we invite you to communicate this to Eva Fisher at 
eva@publicenergy.ca or by calling 705-745-1788. 
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What access components are available during the performance? 
 
Blind-Friendly Performance: The show will be Blind Friendly. Blind Friendly is 
a term used by Theatre Passe Muraille to convey to audiences that elements of 
the production have been adjusted, added, and considered in consultation with 
Non-Visual Dramaturg Dr. Jess Watkins. These elements include: 
● An introduction to Set and Design elements before the show begins 
● An installation-based Touch tour in the lobby. Touch Tours will be available 
before every performance, and will be self-directed. 
 
Projected Captions: The performance will include Projected Captions. This 
means all spoken dialogue is projected onto a screen to enable access for 
audiences who are Deaf and Hard of Hearing or anyone who needs additional 
visual or text-based reinforcement of the performance. This is live and AI-based, 
so it will be of the spoken or sung text only and there may be spelling and 
grammar mistakes. 
 
Quiet Zone: If you leave the theatre at any time there is a Quiet Zone in the 
lobby you can visit. This is a quiet space equipped with comfortable seating and 
sensory objects for any patrons who need a break from the performance. If you 
ask an usher they will show you to this area. 
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Plot Details 
The following section of text contains Plot Details that could be considered 
spoilers! Please continue to the section titled Set Details if you do not want to 
know what happens (the end of the plot section is highlighted)! Words that are 
underlined can be found in the Background Information section if you would like 
a definition or would like to learn more. 
 
Before the Performance begins there will be a recorded introduction by the 
playwright and performer Vivian Chong and the Director Marjorie Chan. The 
recorded introduction includes a description of Vivian’s costume, the set, and a 
Land Acknowledgement. 
 
Introduction (also recorded) 
Vivian describes the experience of seeing Toronto's city landscape with her 
hearing. She describes the different things she hears and what it’s like to sense 
someone near her. 
 
Dave 
Vivian tells us that 15 years ago she went to Blind Summer Camp. She tells us 
this is where she met Dave. She describes when his uncle takes a picture of 
them in front of a canoe. She tells us Dave tells everyone she is his girlfriend, 
even though she is not. After camp he keeps calling her and she wants it to stop 
as she was just trying to be friendly and he has a very negative worldview. 
 
Summer Camp 
Vivian returns to the same camp the following year as a volunteer. She is also 
the Youth Leader and teaches accessible yoga. She overhears a couple 
speaking while walking on the boardwalk and realizes they are looking for a 
make-out spot. She leads them to her favourite spot in the camp. The next 
morning she realizes they are already there, and that even though she doesn’t 
have a boyfriend, she has become their matchmaker. 
 
Barry 
Vivian tells us she lives in North York, and that one year on January 2nd, she 
decided to travel to the Danforth for a Music Jam. The Music Jam is at a Bar. 
She meets Barry at the Jam, who tells her his best friend is blind too. They 
talked for an hour, and he offered to travel with her to the next Jam. Vivian tells 
us that Barry would come to her home to Jam. She describes that when he 
would come to her home, he would bag his feet, as his feet would stink from his 
job as a courier. She describes that by the end of their dating, she could play 
three full songs! She tells us a story Barry told her, about his 
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friend Jane. One night, he accidentally poked Jane’s fake eye, and it rolled 
across the found. Barry asks Vivian if she knows that glass eyeballs are cold to 
the touch. Vivian describes when they go cabining together, and Barry tells her 
stories while smoking. She asks him to choose between her and cigarettes. He 
chooses Cigarettes. 
 
Cabin Fever 
Vivian performs the song Cabin Fever on her ukulele. 
 
Sean 
Vivian tells us about when she used an agency for blind adults to find a job. She 
describes meeting an employee there whose name is Sean, who tells us she 
has a very nice voice. He asks her if she has ever considered working as a 
phone sex operator. She starts going for a glass of wine with Sean after their 
sessions. She described when they went to a restaurant together for lunch. He 
spends a long time looking at the menu, and eventually a waitress arrives and 
offers the lunch special. They both order the lunch special. Vivian wonders if she 
should let Sean know he is uncomfortable with his Vision Loss. She reveals that 
Sean lost his vision at age 22 while driving an ATV, and that between the two of 
them they have half a good eye. 
 
One Blue at a Time 
Vivian performs the song One Blue at a Time on the piano. 
 
The Blind Guy 
Vivian describes the time she dated a Blind Guy, but she didn’t like him enough 
for him to make it into the play. 
 
Christine 
Vivian tells us she is a circus artist, and she has a private coach named 
Christine. She describes Christine’s appearance and tells us that she is 
currently also a PhD student. Christine tells Vivian all men in the academic world 
don’t take her seriously. Vivian tells us that if only Christine acquired a physical 
disability, no one would ever notice her Asianness again. Christine sometimes 
helps Vivian with her online dating, and tells her ways to dress that would get 
her noticed. Vivian can’t believe her suggestions are serious, but they are, as 
she is now a PhD professor in Mental Health. 
 
John 
John and Vivian met in an elevator  at a yoga studio. John is an American bush 
pilot, and he tells Vivian about his foster cat and his health consciousness. 
Vivian wonders if this is how people date. She takes him hiking to Algonquin 
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Park for Thanksgiving weekend. While sitting in the moonlight, Vivian wonders if 
John will fall in love with her and says instead he fell into a depression. Vivian 
describes a mirror in her home. Her dates are like a mirror, which helps her see 
herself. She tells us in moments like this, she starts writing songs. 
 
Mirror Image 
Vivian performs the song Mirror Image on the piano. 
 
Ez 
Vivian describes a time when she was kayaking and met Ez, who works at her 
friend's watersport place. He offers to kayak with her the next time she goes out. 
Their next time out on the lake, Ez tells her about his mother who he describes 
as a strong woman. Vivian thinks she is a strong woman for keeping up with 
Kayaking following only his voice. Their second time kayaking Vivan tells Ez she 
feels safe with him. She describes their third meeting on a hot summer day. 
They go to a restaurant that serves fish, and he helps her debone her fish and 
supports her going to the washroom. He drives her home, and Ez tells him 
about his ill father. At her door, Ez says he’d like to see her again. The following 
week he cancelled paddling and didn't respond to her messages. Eventually, 
she runs into him at the beach and he reveals he is moving to BC next week. 
She tells us she should have listened when her friends warned her about Ez. 
She tells us communication and reliability are important to her, and her life’s 
philosophy of living with vision loss is clarity. 
 
Self-Made Woman 
The woman plays the song Self Made Woman on the piano. 
 
Online Dating 
Vivian tells us none of the dating apps are accessible, so she asks her friend 
Sarah to help. With Sarah’s help she gets 1000 likes and 5 messages. Vivian 
tells Sarah to give the men her phone number. Sarah tells her that isn’t really 
what people do, and Vivian says she makes her own rules. She speaks to three 
different men, and reveals her disability! She is disappointed by their replies. 
She doesn’t think dating should be an educational seminar about ableism. She 
tells us that Asian women have an 80% success rate when online dating, and 
guesses that with her intersectionality she must still be a minority. 
 
Getting Out of the Ocean 
Vivian describes her last relationship with Paul, and when they travelled to Italy. 
She describes a time when they were at the beach, and he wants to have sex 
with her in the water. Vivian says no, and Vivian feels the direction of the current 
and attempts to head back to shore. Paul tries to pull her back, and she realizes 
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that in order to survive she has to present everything is ok. In her head she 
makes a decision to enjoy her final day in Italy and pretend everything is fine, 
realizing she needs his support to return to Canada. She decides that when she 
arrives back in Canada, she will leave him.  
 
Dominican Republic 
Vivian travels next to the Dominican Republic, she arrives and an English-
speaking family helps her find her bags and get into a cab. She tells us about 
swimming, meeting other guests, drinking champagne, and starting a dance 
party. She tells us she remembers who she is and that she was not missing a 
travelling companion, just the ability to be free. 
 
Jeff 
Vivian meets Jeff, an experienced Kayaker. They find teamwork while kayaking 
together. She tells us that when the season changed, they started going hiking 
together. Vivian tells us about when she asked to touch Jeff’s face and then 
asked if she could kiss him. Vivian asks Jeff if he will be her boyfriend, and he 
says yes. Vivian tells us about when she attended a conference and introduces 
the couple she met at summer camp to Jeff. She tells us she is at home, writing 
this script, and Jeff is making her a cup of tea. She tells us she is excited for the 
unknown! 
 
When We Met 
Vivian plays the song When we met on the piano. 
END OF PLAY 
 
 
Characters 
The following descriptions include information about the Characters. 

 
 
Vivian Chong | she/her 
This picture features performer Vivian Chong. Vivian 
is a woman who is approximately 5” 1 tall, has a 
petite athletic build and has dark brown hair. 
During the performance, she will perform the role of 
Vivian (herself). She wears a navy sweater with 
white trim, white sunglasses and a wooden bead 
necklace. Vivian is holding a ukulele. 
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Blind Dates Song Lyrics 
By Vivian Chong 
 
CABIN FEVER 
I almost hurt myself today 
I watch this coil in dismay 
This smoky place, a quiet place 
This cabin fever is my happy place 
I slept in the shadows, thinking words that I pray 
Hoping for someone to come my way 
I want to say no, the world to go away 
This cabin fever is my happy place 
Cabin Fever, this is a quiet place oh 
Cabin Fever, 28 days 
 
ONE BLUE AT A TIME 
Hello 
Hello 
I walk my talk today 
You ask for honesty 
Here I am, this is me (ay yay yay, ay yay yay) 
You’ve gone already 
One blue at a time 
One blue at a time 
One blue at a time (ay yay yay yay, ay yay yay yay) 
SELF-MADE WOMAN 
You let me down 
I let you go 
My life is starting 
You have got to go 
You let me down 
I let you go 
Today’s a new day 
You’re the first to know (hair) 
Self-made woman, I am on my way 
Finding my own way, under my control 
Self-made woman, You Hear me say 
Today’s a new day, I am on a roll 
Open up to a brand new day where life unfolds 
Open up to a brand new world, when I rule 
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WHEN WE MET 
When we met 
my life got easy 
and the clouds started moving away 
When we met 
I found my best friend 
and clarity along the way 
Talking, sharing, spending time with you 
Everything feels so right 
In my dating journey, all my dates showed me so many life lessons, I realized I 
am exactly 
where I need to be! 
When we met 
My world got brighter, endless possibility 
When we met 
I found my lover, fantasy and reality 
Hugging, kissing, spending time with you, everything feels so right 
 
 
Key Terms 
The following words are listed in the Plot Details section with an underline. The 
following list provides definitions. 
 
Ableism - Ableism is the discrimination of and social prejudice against people 
with disabilities based on the belief that typical abilities are superior. At its heart, 
ableism is rooted in the assumption that disabled people require ‘fixing’ and 
defines people by their disability.  
 
Intersectionality - Intersectionality is a framework that describes how our 
overlapping social identities relate to social structures of racism and oppression. 
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Set Details 
● Carpeted tiles and astroturf cover the central area of the playing space. 
● Towards the back of the main playing space is a structural item with a 
keyboard integrated within it. 
● There is a cloud hanging from the ceiling that will serve as a projection 
surface. 
● On both sides of the playing space there are several multi-coloured poles. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The photo to the left features 
the set as installed in the Market 
Hall Performing Arts Centre. Set 
Design by Echo Zhou. 
 

Touch Tour  
In the lobby on tables there will be samples of the flooring used on the set that 
you can touch. The first tile is an astroturf on a foam tile approximately 1 foot by 
1 foot. The next is a wooden cedar tile and then a painted tile with sand 
textures. 
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The End of the Performance 
At the end of the performance there will be a short 15 minute Q&A followed by a 
reception in the lobby. There will be a cash bar and light refreshments. You are 
welcome to come and go from the space while you are at the theatre if you 
would like to visit the lobby, washroom, or Relaxed Space. 
 
Venue Guide 
Click HERE for more details, including maps, parking information, accessibility 
details and more 
 
 
 
 

https://publicenergy.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Venue-Guide-Market-Hall-final-3.pdf
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